
A List of YA Novels that have a Strong Focus on Adolescents Engaged in Music 

Most are Hyperlinked to a Review and the Authors Webpage 

 

Title Author 

After Tupac and D Foster Woodson, Jacqueline 

Amplified Kelly, Tara 

Audrey, Wait! Benway, Robin 

Ballads of Suburbia Kuehnert, Stephanie 

Band Geek Love Bloss, Josie 

Born Blue Nolan, Han 

Born to Rock Korman, Gordon 

Breakout Emerson, Kevin 

Dirty Little Secrets Echols, Jennifer 

DJ Rising Maia, Love 

Drummer Girl Bass, Karen 

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie Sonnenblick, Jordan 

Eleanor & Park Rowell, Rainbow 

Fat Kid Rules the World Going, K. L. 

Five Flavors of Dumb John, Antony 

Forte Chen, Melody 

Girl Nelson, Blake 

Glitz Boles, Philana Marie 

Guitar Girl Manning, Sarra 

Harlem Hustle McDonald, Janet 

Hold me Closer: The Tiny Cooper Story Levithan, David 

If I Stay Forman, Gayle 

Indigo Blues Joseph, Danielle 

Jerkbait Siegert, Mia 

King Dork Portman, Frank 

King Dork Approximately Portman, Frank 

Lovestruck Summer Walker, Melissa C. 

Major Crush Echols, Jennifer 

Mozart Season Wolff, Virginia Euwer 

My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins & 
Fenway Park Kluger, Steven  

Nick & Norah’s Infinite Playlist  Cohn, Rachel and Levithan, David 

Not a Good Look Carter, Nikki 

Out of Tune Argyle, Michelle D.  

Road Rash Parsons, Mark Huntley 

Rock On Vega, Denise 

Rock Star Superstar Nelson, Blake 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jacqueline-woodson/after-tupac-and-d-foster/
http://www.jacquelinewoodson.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/tara-kelly/amplified/
http://thetaratracks.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/robin-benway/audrey-wait/
http://www.robinbenway.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5930447-ballads-of-suburbia
http://www.stephaniekuehnert.com/home.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1980344.Band_Geek_Love
http://josiebloss.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/han-nolan/born-blue/
http://www.hannolan.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/gordon-korman/born-to-rock/
http://gordonkorman.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/kevin-emerson/breakout-emerson/
http://www.kevinemerson.net/
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https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/love-maia/dj-rising/
http://www.lovemaia.com/
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http://www.karenbass.ca/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/318404.Drums_Girls_Dangerous_Pie
https://www.jordansonnenblick.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/rainbow-rowell/eleanor-park/
http://www.rainbowrowell.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/kl-going/fat-kid-rules-the-world/
http://klgoing.com/
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http://www.antonyjohn.net/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23252449-forte
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blake_Nelson
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarra_Manning
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/janet-mcdonald/harlem-hustle/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janet_McDonald
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http://gayleforman.com/
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http://www.miasiegert.com/
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http://frankportman.com/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/frank-portman/king-dork-approximately/
http://frankportman.com/
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http://www.melissacwalker.com/x5o1hf3d5dlnsx7cffdiyifhmh06ip
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/354518.Major_Crush
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steve_Kluger
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/rachel-cohn/nick-and-norahs-infinite-playlist/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/nikki-carter/not-good-look/
http://www.kensingtonbooks.com/author.aspx/25860
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18633481-out-of-tune
http://michelledargyle.com/books-2/out-of-tune/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/mark-huntley-parsons/road-rash/
http://www.randomhousekids.com/authors-illustrators/detail/2653
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/denise-vega/rock-vega/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denise_Vega
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/blake-nelson/rock-star-superstar/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blake_Nelson


Scott Pilgrim vs the World O’Malley, Bryan Lee 

Snapshot Stanton, Angie 

Sorta Like a Rock Star Quick, Matthew 

Spin it Like That 

Taylor, Chandra Sparks/Splond, 
Chandra Sparks 

Struts and Frets Skovron, Jon 

Supergirl mixtapes Brothers, Meagan 

The Disenchantments LaCour, Nina  

The Lucy Variations Zarr, Sara 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower Chbosky, Stephen 

The Vinyl Princess Prinz, Yvonne 

This Song Will Save Your Life  Sales, Leila 

Tyrell Booth, Coe 

Virtuosity Martinez, Jessica 

Where She Went Forman, Gayle 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson Green, John, and Levithan, David 

Wise Young Fool Beaudoin, Sean 

  
 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/features/revisiting-scott-pilgrim/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryan_Lee_O%27Malley
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/14759416-snapshot
http://angiestanton.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6763730-sorta-like-a-rock-star
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http://actuallymeaganbrothers.tumblr.com/
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https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2889003.Nina_LaCour
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/sara-zarr/lucy-variations/
http://www.sarazarr.com/
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6543764-the-vinyl-princess
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/449499.Yvonne_Prinz
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/leila-sales/this-song-will-save-your-life/
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http://www.johngreenbooks.com/
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http://www.seanbeaudoin.com/

